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Overview 
For many generations, the people of Hawai‘i depended on the ocean’s resources for daily subsistence, and 
some of us continue to do so today. Many of Hawai‘i’s residents are culturally and spiritually connected 
to the sea. Hawai‘i’s coastal zone provides jobs and fuels a tourism-based economy marketed for its clean 
beaches and water, coral reefs, and fresh island seafood. After work, we are drawn to the ocean to fish, 
surf, paddle, and barbeque on the beach with family and friends. Even if we don’t swim, we are 
rejuvenated by a walk on the beach, the feel of the trade winds, and the aesthetic beauty of our shores.  
The opportunity to enjoy the ocean’s bounty, if not every day, at least once in a while, is essential to our 
health and well-being.   
 
While a vibrant and healthy ocean environment is essential to the quality of life we value in Hawai‘i, we 
face significant challenges in preserving the health of our ocean resources and the benefits they provide in 
our daily lives. Our use of the land is degrading coastal water quality and coral reef ecosystems. 
Intensified ocean recreational and commercial uses are creating resource use conflicts on public beaches 
and overexploitation of ocean resources. In addition, regional and global conditions beyond our direct 
control create new challenges, such as sea level rise, increased frequency and severity of storms, and 
marine debris. 
 
The Hawai‘i Ocean Resources Management Plan (ORMP) charts a new course of action that calls for a 
change in our approach to natural and cultural resources management. Our current sector-based approach 
is not adequate to address the complex challenges we face now and will face in the future, despite the 
ongoing and substantive efforts of government agencies, nongovernmental organizations, private sector, 
communities, and individuals. Existing plans and programs are developed and implemented primarily by 
state and local government to manage 
individual resources. Community 
goals for area development and 
resource use are difficult to 
incorporate. As a result, management 
efforts are fragmented, with gaps and 
overlaps in implementation.   
 
We need new perspectives on our 
relationship with the land, sea, and 
each other that will guide ocean 
resource management in Hawai‘i. 
Building on traditional Hawaiian 
management principles and lessons 
from past efforts, we need to move 
toward integrated and area-based 
approaches to natural and cultural 
resources management that require 
greater collaboration among 
jurisdictional authorities and catalyze 
community involvement and stewardship. The need for these changes was echoed in meetings and 
consultations held across the state to develop this ORMP. However, these changes are substantive and 
will take significant time, effort, and considerable thought to realize. This ORMP establishes management 
priorities for the next 5 years to embark on this new course of action to achieve the primary goal: to 
improve and sustain the ecological, cultural, economic, and social benefits we derive from ocean 
resources today and for future generations.  

 
 
 

 

Perspective 1:  Connecting Land and Sea 

Careful and appropriate use of the land is required to maintain 
the diverse array of ecological, social, cultural, and economic 
benefits we derive from sea.   

Perspective 2:  Preserving Our Ocean Heritage 

A vibrant and healthy ocean environment is the foundation for 
the quality of life valued in Hawai‘i and the well-being of its 
people, now and for generations to come.    

Perspective 3:  Promoting Collaboration and Stewardship 

Working together and sharing knowledge, experience, and 
resources will improve and sustain our efforts to care for the land 
and sea.  

Guiding Perspectives for Ocean Resources Management 
In Hawai‘i 
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Perspective 1 
Connecting Land and Sea 
Traditional Hawaiian ahupua‘a management (management of the watershed and adjacent ocean area as a 
unit) adopted a holistic approach that recognized the interconnectedness of land and sea, the interactions 
among species, the rhythms of the seasons, and the impacts of overuse on resources. Today, our use of the 
land is resulting in substantive changes in the condition of the sea.  The management goals and strategic 
actions described under this perspective address priority actions on land to improve the quality of coastal 
areas and the marine environment.   
 
Existing efforts to reduce land-based sources of pollution from all land uses must be continued and 
strengthened with targeted assistance in priority watersheds.  New measures must be developed to protect 
beaches and shoreline areas from coastal erosion, not only to preserve beaches but to protect human life 
and our economy.  Urbanization and economic development should keep pace with environmental 
carrying capacities and thresholds to more effectively guide the improvement, expansion and maintenance 
of environmental infrastructure.  
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Perspective 2 
Preserving Our Ocean Heritage 
Traditional Hawaiian management of fisheries and coastal resources demonstrated a deep understanding 
of and care for the marine environment. A complex management system was adopted that considered the 
ecology, environmental conditions, and resource uses of a specific geographic area. Today, the condition 
of our coastal resources is being degraded by a variety of direct and indirect uses of the ocean. The 
management goals and strategic actions described under this perspective address priority actions at sea to 
improve the quality of the marine environment. 
 
Existing efforts to reduce pollution from sea-based sources must be continued and strengthened, with 
added emphasis on stopping the introduction of marine alien species and discharges from commercial 
vessels in archipelagic waters.  The status of coral reef ecosystems is dependent on the implementation of 
a multi-pronged approach: strengthening and expanding marine protected areas, employing new, 
ecosystem-based approaches for managing nearshore fisheries, and substantially increasing the capacity 
for enforcement and voluntary compliance with ocean resource rules and regulations. New approaches are 
needed to manage recreational and commercial uses of our beaches and coastal areas and develop 
responsible and sustainable ocean-based tourism. Ongoing efforts in ocean science and technology within 
the State need to be strengthened and expanded to diversify our economy while employing safeguards for 
ocean resource protection.  
 




