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Purpose of the Workshop 
 To increase the awareness of land use and 

environmental permitting requirements that the 
green industry faces  
 EDA-funded:  CEDS implementation and growing the 

green economy 
Permitting has been identified as an issue for CEDS 

project implementation & renewable energy 
development in Hawaii 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funded by EDA grant that focuses on CEDS implementation & growing green economy
Permitting id’d as one of areas where CEDS projects needed assistance
Stakeholders in Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative: permitting is a major barrier to renewable energy development in Hawaii. Often because permitting is misunderstood.
Her to help you netter understand the permitting process.
We are not legislators, this is not a gripe session.  We can’t change the law for you.



In this workshop, we can provide you with a little knowledge about 
the whole permitting process, but not a lot of in-depth detail. 
 
1 
Determine what type of  permits are needed.  Different permits for different projects.  
Some projects may be allowed on state lands but not county lands, like geothermal 
2 
Gathering important information about the project site, including any constraints, will 
help facilitate the permitting process. 
3 
Working directly with the permitting agency, including pre-application reviews, will 
help alleviate errors in the permitting process. 
4 
Work directly with the state and county agencies to make sure the application is 
complete. 
5 
With a complete application, the permitting process will more likely, and more quickly, 
be accepted, thus making project development move more quickly. 
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Top 10 List 

 Local knowledge 
 Identify key regulatory personnel 
 Complete the application 
Don’t skimp on planning and outreach 
Know the game: discretionary or 

ministerial 
Define your project—stick to it 
 Follow approval criteria 
 Look for opportunities for concurrency 
Have the right team of experts 
Be sure your team is communicating 
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Permitting Issues,  
Permitting Resources & Tools 
at the County Level 



Common Permitting Issues 
Seen by Counties 
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Joseph Alueta 
Department of Planning, County of Maui 



Common permitting issues... 
 Incomplete appications—no consultation with the 

agency 
 Information provided too general, not specific 

enough 
 Inadequate evaluation of project with respect to 

standards or criteria for a particular permit, e.g. 
land use permits 
Not enough information to clearly identify a project 

site 
Applications need to be understandable to lay 

decision-makers (for discretionary permits) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some applicants do not take the time and meet with a planner to discuss specific issues regarding their project.  When the application is submitted, it is not complete and will sometimes be returned with a request for more information.
Answers to questions within the permit applications are answered more general rather than specific.  Questions have specific answers.   
For Land Use Permits (such as Use Permit, Variance Permit, or Special Permit), many applications are deficient in including an evaluation of the project relative to the standards/criteria For that particular permit.
Completion of permitting checklist & not enough exhibits to clearly identify the project site.
Since these applications are typically prepared by attorneys or land use consultants, too often they forget that these documents are being evaluated by Planning Commissioners (volunteers) who aren't very familiar with land use terminology since they don't deal with it on a daily basis. Applications should be prepared in a manner that it is understood by all reviewing parties.
incomplete applications; designs that do not follow basic code requirements
plans not to scale (either reduced or enlarged)
lack of understanding of other permit requirements from other agencies {there is not one universal permit or one agency that is the clearing house; different county, state and federal agencies have different requirements)
for shoreline properties, confusion over state certified shoreline survey and setback requirements




Common permitting issues (contd)... 
Lack of understanding of other permit 

requirements from other agencies 
For shoreline properties, confusion over state 

certified shoreline survey and setback 
requirements 
Plans not to scale (either reduced or enlarged) – 

planner’s pet peeve 
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...and some tips on how to avoid them 
Encourage pre-consultation meeting—before 

submitting application—with  with the 
department to discuss project 
Use application checklists to ensure 

applications are complete 
Then consult again with department to go over 

the preliminary application to make sure it is 
complete and acceptable 
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...more tips on how to avoid common 
problems 
Contact the department for any clarifications 

regarding development 
standards/requirements within the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO) 
Don’t forget to include shoreline survey lines on 

site plans, if applicable 
AND...put a scale on your maps and figures and 

make a planner happy! (bar scales work fine) 
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County 
Permitting, 
Resources & 
Tools 
County of Hawaii 
 Bobby Command 

Planning Department 



County 
Permitting, 
Resources & 
Tools 
County of Kauai 
 Dale Cua 

Kaaina Hull 
Planning Department 



County 
Permitting,  
Resources & 
Tools 
County of Maui 
 Jeffrey Dack 

Carolyn Cortez 
Department of Planning 



Discretionary Permits 
PRELIMINARY 
Building, grading and related permit applications, 

as well as subdivisions, are processed by:  
Development Services Administration (DSA), Maui 

County Department of Public Works - 250 S. High 
Street, Wailuku 96793 – 808-270-7379 – 
dsa@co.maui.hi.us 

Zoning information, flood development permit and 
many administrative permit applications, such as 
for Special Management (coastal) Areas, processed 
by:  
Zoning Administration and Enforcement Division 

(ZAED), Maui County Planning Department – 
2200 Main Street, One Main Plaza Building, 
Room 335, Wailuku 96793 – 808-270-7253 
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Discretionary Permits 
“Discretionary Permits” are approved by a 

Commission, County Council, etc., and are 
processed by: 
Current Division, Maui County Planning 

Department, – 2200 Main Street, One Main 
Plaza Building, Room 619, Wailuku 96793 – 
808-270-8205 

OVERVIEW/ROADMAP 
Start at ZAED 
Submit a Zoning and Flood Confirmation Request 

Form to confirm property zoning and provide 
information on the property’s LSB soil 
classification. 
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Discretionary Permits 
ZAED tells you what, if any, permits are needed 
Complete application with all items in checklist 
Can submit discretionary permit application to 

Current Division, or to main office: 
Maui County Planning Department – 2200 Main 

Street, One Main Plaza Building, Room 315, 
Wailuku 96793 – 808-270-7735 – 
planning@co.maui.hi.us 
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Discretionary Permits 
Current Division processes discretionary permit 

application, assigned to a single planner, who: 
Reviews for completeness, and requests additional 

necessary information 
Transmits to agencies for comments 
Analyzes application against ordinances, plans, 

administrative rules, best practices, and requests 
additional necessary information 
Sets application on appropriate meeting agenda, 

such as a planning commission 
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Discretionary Permits 
Current Division planner (continued): 
Writes report on project to the meeting body 
Planner supports the body at the meeting when 

application being considered 
Works with applicant on any post approval 

requirements by Planning Department 
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Tips for Maui County Permitting 
Maui County has a traditional “use” based zoning 

system, similar to Big Island and many older 
zoning ordinances on Mainland 
County’s traditional zoning sometimes has 

difficulty with energy facilities as the principal 
“use” on lots 
Most applications must be consistent with 

Countywide Policy Plan, Maui Island Plan (only on 
Maui), and applicable community plan (six on 
Maui, one each on Molokai and Lanai) 
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Tips for Maui County Permitting 
Discretionary permit applications involve 

considerable information, plans, and elapsed time 
to get to a public meeting agenda, so start early 
and be diligent 
A “Conditional Permit” can allow uses not among a 

zone’s listed uses, but can take a year and requires 
Council approval as an ordinance 
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Tips for Maui County Permitting 
While PV facilities are allowed in State Agricultural 

districts, the County has additional ratios and 
limitations on size for facilities located in the 
Agricultural district depending on the LSB soil 
classifications. 
Planning Department permit applications and other 

information available at:  
http://www.mauicounty.gov/index.aspx?nid=121 
Maui County land and permit information available 

at: 
http://www.mauicounty.gov/index.aspx?nid=79 
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County 
Permitting & 
Resources & 
Tools 
City & County of 
Honolulu 

Bruce McClure 
Anne Lau 
Department of 
Planning & Permitting 



AIA Convention 2008 
“What the Code Official Doesn’t Know, Can Hurt You” 
Session ID Number FR44 

Quote: 
“Construction codes have become much more 

detailed and complex and offer many options 
for compliance” 
“Construction documents do not normally 

provide easy to find information detailing the 
thought process for code compliance.” 
“Permit and inspection department personnel 

many times do not have the time to search 
through a set of construction documents to 
guess at the thought process” 
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Continue quotes: 

 
“Code officials are not trained as mind-
readers” 
 
“Certain information needs to be transmitted 
to help the code official understand the project” 
 
“Without this information the code official 
cannot issue the permit” 



“What the code official doesn’t 
know can hurt you” 
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So the first step is: 
“Know the codes” 
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Revised Ordinances of the City  
and County of Honolulu 
http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/refs/roh/ 

  

28 
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Affecting Building Permits (12 out of 41) 
 Chapter 14:  
 Public Works Infrastructure 

 Chapter 16:   
 Building Code 

 Chapter 17:  
 Electrical Code 

 Chapter 18:  
 Fees and Permits for Building, 

Electrical, Plumbing and Sidewalk 
Codes 

 Chapter 19: 
 Plumbing Code 

 Chapter 20: 
 Fire Code 

 

 Chapter 21:  
 Land Use Ordinance 

 Chapter 23: 
 Shoreline Setbacks 

 Chapter 25:  
 Special Management Area 

 Chapter 27:  
 Housing Code 

 Chapter 32:  
 Building Energy Efficiency Standards 

 Chapter 33: 
 Development Agreements 
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Commercial 
Plans Submittal  
Checklist – 
Short Version 
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Supplemental 
Commercial 
Plans Submittal 
Checklist - Long 
Version 

Navigating the Permit Process  |  October 15, 2013 
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 The quality and completeness of submittals 
(addressed by checklist). 
 Site specific requirements (addressed by 

checklist). 
 The volume of building permit within the 

department for review (addressed by Third 
Party Review, HONline, and other 
streamlining initiatives). 
 The owner – the approval process is based 

upon a static set of submission if the owner 
constantly changes the design it has impact on 
the approval process. (Owner’s responsibility). 

Contractor – not following approved set of 
drawings or not constructing to code 
(construction without a permit). New drawings 
and permit review required. (Not the City’s 
responsibility to manage contractor). 
 Applicant – not diligently routing submissions 

for approvals which are outside of the City’s 
purview. (not the City’s responsibility to 
manage applicant’s responsibility). 
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Permit Processing Tips 
DON’T forget to pick up 

your permit. 
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Permit Processing Tips 
DON’T begin 

construction prior  
to obtaining DPP 
approvals.  
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City and County of Honolulu 
Permitting Tools 
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Online permits  
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FY2013 16,737 
out of  30,882 
building permits 
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http://www.honoluludpp.org/ 
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Permit Open House Floor Plan 



Permitting, Permitting 
Resources & Tools 
at the State Level 



State 
Permitting, 
Resources & 
Tools 
Department of 
Land & Natural 
Resources 
 William Tam 
 Deputy Director 



State 
Permitting, 
Resources & 
Tools 
DOH Environmental 
Health 
Administration 
 Gary Gill 
 Deputy Director 



• Environmental Management Division 
•  Clean Air, Clean Water, Safe Drinking Water, Waste Water, Solid Waste 

  
• Environmental Health Services Division  

• Sanitation, Food and Drug, Indoor and Radiation, Vector Control 
 

• State Laboratories Division  
• Environmental Health, Medical Micro, Emergency Response 
 

• Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response 
• Environmental Planning, Compliance Assistance,  

Information Management, Fiscal Resources 
 
 



What requires a permit? 
  

  

 

 

Water 
 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    

  



What requires a permit? 
   

 

 

Air 
 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

   

    
     

  



What requires a permit? 

   

 

Waste 

 
Underground 
Storage 
Tanks 

 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  



What requires a permit? 
   

 

 

 

Food  
 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  



What requires a permit? 
   

 

 

 

 
Sanitation 
 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  



What requires a permit? 
   
Noise 
 
Radiation 
 
Indoor Air 
 
Asbestos 
 
Lead-based Paint 
 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  



  Environmental Management Division 

• Clean Water Branch 
• Safe Drinking Water Branch 
• Wastewater Branch 
• Clean Air Branch 
• Solid and Hazardous Waste Branch 



Clean Water Branch  
 Will the construction of the project disturb one or more 

acres of land or impact state waters? 
 A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permit and/or a water quality certification will be 
required. 
 



Safe Drinking Water Branch  
Water systems that serve 25 people or more 

or have 15 service connections. 
  Underground Injection Control  
Engineering 
Monitoring 
Enforcement 
Groundwater&  

Wellhead protection  
 
 



Wastewater Branch (WWB) 
 Review and approve all new wastewater systems 
 Monitor all existing wastewater systems  

 About 300 inspections per year 
 Water Reuse Guidelines 

to encourage water  
reuse 

 State Revolving Loan  
Fund - Loan agreements 
 



Clean Air Branch 
 Air permit required for Covered and Non Covered air 

emission sources (e.g. power plants, refineries, rock 
crushers) 

 Rules restrict open  
burning on all islands 

 Fugitive Dust from  
construction or  
farming 

 Greenhouse Gas rules 
to address climate  
change 

 
 



Solid & Hazardous Waste Branch 
 Solid Waste facility permit (e.g. landfills, recycling 

centers composting operations) 
 Underground Storage Tanks 
 Hazardous Waste generators 
 HI-5 bottle recycling program 
 Electronic Waste recycling  
 



Environmental Health Services 
 Indoor & Radiological Health 

 Community Noise - Permits  
 Air Conditioning Ventilation, Asbestos, Lead, & Indoor Air 

Quality Programs 
 Radiation Control Program 

 
 Food Safety & Vector Control 

 Food Manufacturing  
 medical devices, tattoo and barber shops, swimming pools 

 Sanitation/Restaurant inspection and permitting 
 Vector Control  

 Prevention of dengue and yellow fever 



Environmental Enforcement  
Fiscal Year 2013  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiries & 
Complaints 

Field 
Inspections 

Warning 
Notices

Field 
Citations

Enforcement 
Cases Issued 

Enforcement 
Cases 

Pending

Penalties 
Sought

Formal 
Cases 

Resolved 
Funds Received

Clean Air Branch 715 1,952 97 6 25 42 $108,600 19 $176,700
Solid & Hazardous Waste Branch 3,088 827 140 27 12 63 $351,455 175 $464,400
Clean Water Branch 203 136 9 2 3 7 $50,586 2 $0
Wastewater Branch 161 308 52 39 0 11 $0 3 $10,450
Safe Drinking Water Branch 1,173 74 13 0 0 0 $0 0 $0
Hazard Evaluation & Emergency Response 0 14 38 3 0 0 $7,099 0 $7,099
Indoor & Radiological Health Branch 468 1,172 136 2 7 12 $53,000 4 $12,133
Sanitation Branch 2,102 10,906 53 10,344 0 2 $90,000 0 $0
Environmental Health 7,910 15,389 538 10,423 47 137 $660,740 203 $670,782

Informal



 
 

Mahalo! 



Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

Presented by: Andy Matsumoto 

  Environmental Health Administration  

  Department of Health 

  October 15, 2013 

 

Department of Health’s  
e-Permitting Portal 



Electronic Permit Applications 

• Have been a priority for over a decade 
 

• Identified permitting requirements from program staff 
• Easy to use 
• Informative 
• Consistent look & feel 
• Online application submission & payment 
• Application status tracking 
• Ability to create/maintain forms & workflows 

 
• Developed/Implemented e-Permitting Portal 

 
 
 

 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

• Internet-based application 

•  One-stop shop for DOH / EHA permit 
applications  

•  Online application submission and 
payment 

•  Application tracking by applicant and 
DOH/DBEDT 

•  Submission History for streamlined permit 
modification and renewals 

•  Easy to use and informative 

e-Permitting Portal 

What is it? 
63 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

Application Finder 
e-Permitting Portal 

• Easy way to find / search for 
application forms / information 

•  Get smarter from every search 
performed 

12 applications 
found in search 
involving “water”. 

Search results found 
for Applications 
containing “NPDES”. 

64 

Navigating the Permit Process  |  October 15, 2013 



e-Permitting Portal 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    

  

Application Forms 
•  Custom-designed for each  
permit application by permitting staff 

•  Guided process through entire application 
(drop-downs, geospatial map, mouse-over, Help, FAQs) 

•  Improved data accuracy and completeness  

• Ability to save partially completed form at 
any time 

•  Application history for easier renewal 
submissions 

•  Flexible and easy to create and modify 
application forms and workflow processes by 
permitting staff 

 

Application 
Information 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

e-Permitting Portal 

Application Submission 
•   Applications can be assigned to 
current priorities 

•  Highlight Clean Energy Projects 

• Ability to track application status 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

e-Permitting Portal 

Online Payment 
•   Allow online payment for 
permit application fees 

•  Secure & proven payment 
processor - PayPal 

•  All credit card / bank 
account info between customer 
and PayPal.   

• No credit card and bank 
information kept by DOH. 

PayPal 
Information 

67 

Navigating the Permit Process  |  October 15, 2013 



Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

e-Permitting Portal 

Management Review Dashboard 
•   Improved visibility of 
outstanding permit actions 

•  Better permit processing 
timeliness metrics 

•  Can effectively manage 
workload and priorities 

 

 



 

Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

e-Permitting Portal 

Benefits 

Efficiencies 

• Reduced back-and-forth with applicant 
• Allows notes for efficient communication 
• DOH able to quickly compare submitted 

application versions 

Transparency 

• Applicant has ability to track submitted 
application  

• Ability to provide automatic email notifications 
to applicant of completed application’s 
milestone. 

Resources 

• New and modified application forms & 
workflow processes are customized by in-
house program staff. 

• Submission history allows the applicant to 
submit permit renewals easier and faster. 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

 
https://eha-cloud.doh.hawaii.gov/ 

- or - 
DOH Home Page (What’s New): 

http://hawaii.gov/health 
 

 

e-Permitting Portal 

Accessing the e-Permitting Portal: 
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Hawaii State Department of Health 
Environmental Health Administration 

    
     

  

  
Andy Matsumoto, Environmental Information Manager, EHA 

Email:  andy.matsumoto@doh.hawaii.gov 

Phone: (808) 586-4641 
 
 
Funding Partnership with:    DBEDT - Renewable Energy 
 
Project Consultant:    Windsor Solutions, Inc. 

e-Permitting Portal 

Contact Information 
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State 
Permitting, 
Resources & 
Tools 
Department of 
Business, Economic 
Development & 
Tourism 

Rodney Funakoshi, Office of Planning 
Robert Hines, Hawaii State Energy Office 



Office of 
Planning 

(OP) 

Planning Division 

Coastal Zone 
Management 

(CZM) Program 
Special Plans 

Program 

Geographic 
Information 

Systems (GIS) 
Program 

Land Use Division 

2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Office of Planning (OP) is the lead agency of the Hawaii CZM Program.

For administrative purposes, OP is attached to the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT).

OP is divided into two divisions, the Land Use Division and the Planning Division.  The Planning Division includes the Coastal Zone Management Program. 



Office of 
Planning 

Hawaii Community 
Development 

Authority  

Land Use 
Commission 

Hawaii Film Office 

Hawaii Housing 
Finance & 

Development 
Corporation 

DBEDT 
Bird’s-eye View of 
DBEDT Agencies with 
Regulatory 
Authority 



 
 
 
 
Office of Planning’s Role 

Ensure  orderly  growth  of  the  State  by   
protecting  and  encouraging  the  use  of  lands  
for  long  term  public  benefit. 
Land Use District Boundary Amendments, 

Special Permits, Designation of Important 
Agricultural Lands 
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State Land Use Commission 

Coordinate and present the State’s position in  LUC 
proceedings  

 



State Land Use Districts (Feb 2013) 
6/28/2013 
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State Land Use Districts 
1969 

U 
3% 

C 
49% 

A 
48% 

R 
0% 

2012 

U 
5% 

C 
48% 

A 
47% 

R 
0% 

6/28/2013 
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Lands Designated as IAL 
(Important Agricultural Lands) 

Year     Acres 
2009             30,875 
2010        -- 
2011    58,984 
2012        -- 
2013    11,026 
 
Total  100,885 



City & County 
of Honolulu 

6/28/2013 
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County  
of Maui 

6/28/2013 
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County of 
Hawaii 

6/28/2013 
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Office of Planning (CZM) 
 

Federal Consistency review 
 
Special Management Area (SMA) Permit 
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Hawaii CZM Area – Entire State 

 All lands within 
the State and 
seaward to the 
limit of the State’s 
jurisdiction,  
including the U.S. 
territorial sea. 

8 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The legislation of the Federal shoreline act, as written by the Congress, generally applies to Mainland states which have much larger geographic areas than ours.  Many of Mainland states have considered including areas more than 30 miles inland for their coastal zone. 

However, Hawaii’s geographic situation is considerably different from the Mainland.  Most of our urban population is on or very near the shoreline.  We have no distance in the State that is more than 30 miles from the shoreline, and what happens inland on watersheds is reflected on the shoreline. 

The State of Hawaii proposes that all of the islands, the whole State, be considered Hawaii’s coastal zone.






Federal Consistency Review 
 Triggers: 

 Federal agency activities or development 
projects 

 Federal permit required for activities or 
projects (e.g. Army Corps of Engineers Permit) 

 Federal financial assistance activities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Federal agency activities defined as activities and development projects performed by a federal agency, or by a contractor for the benefit of a federal agency

Federal license or permit activities are activities proposed by a non-federal applicant requiring federal authorization

Federal financial assistance activities are proposed by state agencies or local governments applying for federal funds for activities with coastal effects.  Only those Federal assistance programs listed by HCZMP are subject to review, therefore, consult with us first and early in the planning phases of a project.

De minimis List = Federal agencies are encouraged to review their activities, other than development projects within the coastal zone to identify de minimis activities and seek CZM Program concurrence that de minimis activity does not require further State agency review.  Currently two de minimis lists have been developed and approved: (1) Navy and Marine Corps De Minimis List; and (2) Kaena Point Satellite Tracking Station De Minimis List.






Office of Planning—SMA Permit 
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State Conservation District 

County Special Management Area 

Min. 20 ft 
or greater 

Urban, Rural, Agricultural or Conservation District 

CZM Enforceable Policies from 
State and County Agencies 
 

CZM Enforceable Policies 
from State Agencies 
 

Insular Shelf 

Hawaii CZM Area – Entire State 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The diagram shows a spatial perspective on Hawaii CZM Network, SMAs, and shoreline areas.

The Hawaii CZM Program was approved by the U.S. Department of Commerce in 1978 and by the State in 1977. 
The purpose of Hawaii CZM Program is to “provide for the effective management, beneficial use, protection, and development of the coastal zone.”  L. 1977, c188 §1

Many of Mainland states have considered including areas more than 30 miles inland for their coastal zone.  The State proposes that all of the islands, the whole State, be considered coastal zone, since no point is more than 30 miles from the shoreline. 

Hawaii CZM Network

The Legislature designed the CZM law to build upon existing function agencies, forming the CZM network.  
To effectuate the CZM network, state and county agencies must assure that their ordinances and rules comply with the CZM objectives and policies (HRS section205A-5).
Hawaii CZM Program provides state and county agencies with a guiding perspective for designing and implementing allowable land and water uses and activities.

“Shoreline area” shall include all of the land area between the shoreline and the shoreline setback line, and may include the area between mean sea level and the shoreline.






Shoreline Setbacks 
Office of Planning—SMA Permit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of shoreline setbacks is to prohibit within the shoreline area any construction or activity which may adversely affect beach processes, public access to and along the shoreline, or shoreline open space, and minimize the risk of coastal hazards including shoreline erosion and storm waves.

Pursuant to HRS section 205A-45, the counties through rules adopted pursuant to chapter 91 or ordinance may require that shoreline setback lines be established at distance greater than that established in 205A-43, minimum 20 feet inland from the shoreline.

Maui: 25 feet plus 50 times the annual erosion rate from the shoreline 
Kauai: 40 feet plus 70 (<5,000 sq ft) or 100 times the annual erosion rate 
Hawaii:  A minimum of 40 feet from the shoreline with exception of a minimum of 20 feet 
City & County:  60 feet for new subdivisions 

A shoreline setback variance may be granted upon:
Shoreline-dependent Facility Standard;
(2) Public Interest Standard; or
(3) Hardship Standard.

Shoreline setback variance is not another CZM permit. 



 SMA Major Permit vs. SMA Minor Permit 

 Key Factor -- Potential substantial adverse environmental or ecological 
effect, taking into account cumulative effects 

 Valuation of Development  --  less than $500,000 – Minor Permit 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pursuant to HRS section 205A-22:

A proposed development with a construction value more than $500,000, or which may have a substantial adverse environmental or ecological effect, taking into account potential cumulative effects relative to the CZM objectives and policies, must obtain an SMA major permit.

An SMA minor permit is an approval for developments within the SMA with a construction value of $500,000 or less, and they do not have a substantial adverse environmental or ecological effect, taking into account potential cumulative effects relative to the CZM objectives and policies.




19 

Role of Office of Planning (OP) in SMA Permitting 

 Oversee consistency of SMA permit system 

 Provide CZM/SMA training sessions 

 Provide SMA permit guidance  

 Review SMA boundary contractions 

 Review and approve SMA applications in Hawaii Community 
Development Authority districts (Kakaako and Kalaeloa) 
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 Adequate access 
to publicly owned beaches, recreation areas  
and natural reserves 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In assessing proposed developments, the authority must assure adequate public access to shoreline areas if there are reasonable public recreational values in and near the proposed development site.  The county public access plan should be a helpful reference. 




 Solid and liquid waste treatment  
and management to minimize  
adverse effects on coastal resources 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

The authority must also assure adequate solid and liquid waste disposal facilities are provided to prevent adverse effects on the resources in the SMA




 Alterations to existing land forms  
and vegetation shall cause minimum  
adverse effect to water resources,  
and scenic & recreational amenities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alterations to landforms are minimal in their impacts to water, scenic, and recreational resources.  Coastal ecosystems must not be degraded, and water quality must be preserved to the maximum extent practicable. 
Best management practices such as the use of retention basins and grassing areas to reduce or eliminate polluted runoff entering the ocean should be required where there are identified problems.  These may be important conditions for SMA permit approval.



Minimizing danger of coastal hazards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pursuant to HRS subsection 205A-2(c)(6), coastal hazards include “storm wave, tsunami, flood, erosion, hurricane, wind, subsidence, point and nonpoint source pollution hazards.”

Each geographic area has a different set of coastal hazards to deal with, so the CZM hazards objective applies accordingly.  Where applicable, the reduction of coastal hazards to life and property from tsunami, storm waves, flooding, erosion, subsidence, and pollution must be considered. 

CZM  ACT of 1972, as amended through Pub. L. No. 109-58, the Energy Policy Act of 2005
Section 302(l): Because global warming may result in a substantial sea level rise with serious adverse effects in the coastal zone, coastal states must anticipate and plan for such an occurrence. 

The climate change adaptation priority guidelines enacted by Act 286, Session Laws of Hawaii 2012, should be considered in order to meet the objectives and policies of reducing threat to life and property from coastal hazards.





 Preservation of historic  
and archaeological resources 93 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition, because no development can be approved unless the authority has first found that the development is consistent with the CZM objectives and policies, the authority must also assess proposals for their impacts on historic and archaeological resources, assure the resources are preserved and protected as determined by the state Historic Preservation Office, and assess the project’s conformance with other policy provisions enumerated in Chapter 205A. 




 
 
 
 
Hawaii 
Community 
Development 
Authority 

 Community Development Districts: 
•   Kakaako 
•   Kalaeloa 
•   He’eia 

 
Building Sustainable 
Communities 
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Kakaako Community Development District 
(Mauka and Makai) 95 
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Kalaeloa Community Development District 
Former Barber’s Point Naval Air Station 96 
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Development Permits within the 
Kakaako and Kalaeloa CDD: 

 
Developments must comply with Area Plan and Rules 
Sustainable, Livable Urban Communities 
Work, live, visit, learn and play 
Plans are developed around Smart Growth concepts  
 Pedestrian friendly, human scale, multi-modal, mixed use. 

Sustainability Requirements: 
 New Projects, additions and existing buildings (w/25% greater floor area) must be LEED 

certified. 
 Applicants may use other green building evaluation system. 
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Resources and Tools 

98 

Navigating the Permit Process  |  October 15, 2013 



Hawaii State GIS Website:  http://planning.hawaii.gov/gis 
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State GIS Data 
 

Administrative Layers 
 
Agricultural Land Use maps (OP/DOA) 
Ahupuaa Boundaries (DLNR) 
Census Tract Boundaries (US Census) 
Development Plan Boundaries (OP) 
Election Precincts (DAGS/LG) 
Enterprize Zones (DBEDT) 
Government Land Ownership (OP/Counties) 
Harbors (DOT) 
Hydrographic Units (OP/DLNR) 
Judicial Districts (OP) 
State Land Use District Boundaries (LUC) 
Legislative Districts (DAGS/LG) 
Marine Life Conservation Districts (OP/CZM) 
National Marine Whale Sanctuary (NOAA) 
Parcels (Counties) 
Parks (DLNR, Counties) 
Reserves (DLNR) 
Special Management Areas (OP, CZM) 
Water Quality Control Sites (OP/CZM)) 
Wells (DLNR) 
 
Ocean Layers 
 
Bathymetry (Various) 
Bottom Type  (NOAA) 
Coastal Resources (OP/CZM) 
Fish Aggregating Devices (OP/DLNR) 
Marine Managed Areas (DLNR) 
Ocean Recreation Areas (CZM) 
Water Quality Classifications (DOH) 

 
Basemap Layers 
 
Coastlines (OP/USGS) 
Coastal Names (OP) 
Dams (DLNR) 
Elevation Contours (OP/USGS) 
Geographic Names (OP/USGS) 
Hydrography (OP/USGS) 
Public & Private Schools (OP/DOE) 
Roads (OP/DOT/Counties) 
Trails 
 
Hazard Layers 
 
Flood Hazard Zones (FEMA) 
Hurricane Iniki Overwash Areas (OP) 
Lava Flow Areas (DBEDT) 
Tsunami Wave Heights (OP) 
Tsunami Evacuation Zones  (PDC) 
Volcano Hazard Zones (OP/USGS) 
Wildfire Risk Ratings (DLNR) 

 
Natural Resource Layers 
 
Aquaculture 
Aquifers (DLNR/DOH) 
Bird Habitat Ranges (OP) 
Body Surfing Sites (OP) 
Coral Reefs (NOAA) 
Critical Habitat (USFWS) 
Fish Habitat Areas (DLNR) 
Fishponds (DLNR) 
Former Sugar Cane Lands (OP) 
Former Pineapple Lands (OP) 
Geothermal Resource Areas (DBEDT) 
Important Agricultural Lands (OP/DOA) 
Land Study Bureau Lands (OP/DOA) 
Perennial Streams (OP/DLNR) 
Rainfall (UH-Geography) 
Rain Gages (UH-Geography) 
Rare and Endangered Species (TNC) 
Soils (NRCS) 
Solar Radiation (OP/DBEDT) 
Threatened and Endangered Plants (OP/DLNR) 
Vegetation (USGS) 
Watersheds  (OP) 
Wetlands (NWI) 
Wind Energy Resources (DBEDT) 
 

 
County Layers 
 
Council Districts 
Development Plan Areas 
Fire Stations 
Neighborhood Board Boundaries 
Ohana Zoning 
Parcels 
Parks 
Potable Water Mains 
Public Facilities 
Roads 
Storm Drains 
Sewers 
Shelters 
Zoning 
 

 

 
Other Data Available on State GIS 
 
Digital Elevation Models (USGS) 
Digital Raster Graphics (USGS) 
IfSAR Elevation Data (NOAA) 
Various aerial photography (Various) 
WorldView2 Satellite Imagery (OP/USGS) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Primary focus has been on collection, maintenance, dissemination of geospatial data – primarily for State agencies, also make available to the public

We have over 250 data layers that we maintain on the State GIS fileserver (housed and maintained by ICSD), many of which (180) we make available for download to the public.

You can see from this list, that we obtain or develop much of this data through our partnerships with our local, State and Federal partners




ArcGIS Online site for delivering content – 
web maps, web apps, data 

http://histategis.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html 



Ready to use maps 
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Locator Applications – State Land Use Districts, LSB Soils , SMA, EZ 
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Demographic Profile Applications 
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OP Website Planner’s Toolbox 

Planner’s 
Toolbox 
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Tools & Resources for Green Energy 
Development in Hawaii   
 
October 15, 2013 
Honolulu, Hawaii  
 

Bob Hines  
Hawaii State Energy Office 
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism 
 



Hawaii State Energy Office 
Our Mission:  
 

 Help Renewable Energy Projects Get Built 
 

 Balance Economic, Technical, Environmental & 
Cultural Considerations 

 

 Provide the Tools & Resources to Assist  
Stakeholders Navigate the Regulatory 
Processes  
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Tools & Guidance for  
Renewable Energy Projects 

  

Renewable Energy Permitting Wizard 
 

Renewable EnerGIS Mapping Tool 
 

Renewable Energy Projects Directory 
 

Guide to Renewable Energy Facility 
Permits in the State of Hawaii 

 

Permit Packets  
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How to Access these Tools? 
  

Hawaii State Energy Office Website 
 

Developer & Investor Center 
 

Google: “Developer & Investor Center” 
 

The Website Link:  
http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-investor  
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http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-investor
http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-investor
http://energy.hawaii.gov/developer-investor


Let’s Work Together 

Hawaii State Energy Office 
robert.l.hines@dbedt.hawaii.gov 
http://energy.hawaii.gov 
(808) 587-9022 
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Permits for Green Energy 
Projects in Hawaii 

How to succeed in getting… 

111 



Project Permitting Essentials 

Technical 
• Size/Scale 
• Location 
• Inputs/Outputs 
• Regulatory 
• Timetable 

 

Community 
• Culture 
• Neighbors 
• Area/Region 
• Political 
• Interest Groups 

 

Environment 
• Green/Brown 
• Cultural 
• Biological 
• Human/Social 
• Benefits 



Permits & Reviews = Time 

• Planning 
• Technical Studies 
• Design 
• EA/EIS & Approvals 
• Permits (Build-Operate) 
• Construction 
• Operation 
• … Green Energy! 



Limit the Process -- Up Front 

• Define Permit Requirements 
– Land Use, Environmental, Site/Building 
– Legal Agreements, Licenses 
 

• Scope Project to Minimize Issues 
– Location, Scope, Process, Design Choices 
– Limit Permits & Regulatory Process 
 

• Inter-Agency Cooperation Essential 
– Federal, State, County 
– Seek Concurrent Reviews 



“Don’t Be Afraid…It’s Green Energy!” 

• Agencies are Expediting Permit Reviews 
– Mandates, System Efficiencies, Actions 

• Communities want Green Energy 
– Everyone is Doing Their Part 

• It’s still a “Development Project” 
– Not without Real Impacts & Balancing Values 



Engage the Community 

• Inform & Understand 
– Give Facts & Visuals 
 

• Involve Community: 
Planning & Reviews 
– Outreach, Seek Local 

Input, Reflect Issues 
 

• “Ownership” of the 
Outcomes 
– Recognize Impacts 
– Share in the Success 



Kauai Algae Farm  
General Atomics & Hawaii BioEnergy 

• Algae-Based 
Green Jet Fuel 

• $20m DARPA 
Grant Funding 

• 30 acres 
• Fed, State, County 

Permits: 12 mos. 
• 2011 Operations 



Biofuels Processing Facility 
UOP Honeywell 

 
• Non-Petroleum Fuels 

from Biomass 
• DOE $25m Grant 
• NEPA, State & County 

Permits: 12 mos. 
• 2012 Operational 
• Agencies & Public 



ASEF Kalaeloa Solar Farm 
ASEF Kalaeloa (Sunetric & Partners) 

• Ground Mount Solar 
Photovoltaic 5 MW 

• HECO Negotiate PPA   
• Kalaeloa HCDA  
• HRS 343 EA 
• State & County 

Permits: 18 mos. 
• Construction: 2014 
• Cultural Community 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
Overview 
First Wind 
Commercial Wind Energy 
Kamehameha Schools 

North Shore Lands  
HEPA and NEPA 
Federal, State, County 

permits 
2012 Operational 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
  69 MW 

 30 Turbines 
 Collector lines 
 Switching Station 

 Access Roads 
 Communications 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
Permit Assessment 

Based on project description and alternatives 
GIS maps of regulatory, environmental, other data 
Include all potential permits 
Research requirements and consult with agencies 
Think strategically 
Use available tools (e.g., HRS 201N) 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
Initial Permits and Approvals 

HRS 343 EIS (Accepting Authority – DBEDT) for entire project 
NEPA EA for Federal Approvals 
Wind Farm Permits:  

ESA Section 10 Incidental Take Permit 
FAA Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) License 
State Endangered Species Incidental Take License 
Operate or Transport Oversize and/or Overweight Vehicles and Loads 
SMA (Minor) 
 Conditional Use Permit (Minor) 

 Communication Site Permits: 
Conservation District Use Permit 
Request for Use of State Lands 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
HEPA and NEPA 
HRS 343 EIS – under 12 months 

EISPN Sep 2010 

DEIS issued Feb 2011 

FEIS Acceptance Jul 2011 

NEPA concurrent with HEPA EIS 
Commercial operation Nov 2012 
 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
Permit Schedule 

Based on Permit Assessment and other key activities 
Analyze task durations and links to other tasks 
Optimize the work 
Work the schedule 
Have a contingency plan (change management) 



Kawailoa Wind Farm  
 Compliance Matrix  



Permitting Success 
• Agencies: “You’re not doing this alone!” 
 

• Team: Info & Process Coordination 24-7 
– Work Closely with Agencies 

 

• Strategize Pathways to Streamline Process 
– Avoid Conflicts & Solve Issues 

 

• Enable Quick Decisions  
– Support Agencies with Information Needed 

 
 

• Be Flexible in the Evolution of Projects  



Closing Thoughts 
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Mahalo! 
State Office of Planning 
Web: planning.hawaii.gov  
Twitter: PlanningHIgov  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OfficeofPlanning.HIgov 
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