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AIA Convention 2008 
“What the Code Official Doesn’t Know, Can Hurt You” 

Session ID Number FR44 

 
Quote: 

“Construction codes have become much more 
detailed and complex and offer many options for 

compliance” 
“Construction documents do not normally provide 

easy to find information detailing the thought 
process for code compliance.” 

“Permit and inspection department personnel many 
times do not have the time to search through a set 
of construction documents to guess at the thought 

process” 



Continue quotes: 

 
“Code officials are not trained as mind-

readers” 
 

“Certain information needs to be 
transmitted to help the code official 

understand the project” 
 

“Without this information the code official 
cannot issue the permit” 



“What the code official doesn’t 
know can hurt you” 



So the first step is: 
“Know the codes” 



Revised Ordinances of the City and 
County of Honolulu 

http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/refs/roh/ 

  

  



Revised Ordinances Affecting 
Building Permits (12 out of 41) 

 Chapter 14:  
 Public Works Infrastructure 

 Chapter 16:   
 Building Code 

 Chapter 17:  
 Electrical Code 

 Chapter 18:  
 Fees and Permits for Building , 

Electrical,  Plumbing and 
Sidewalk Codes 

 Chapter 19: 
 Plumbing Code 

 Chapter 20: 
 Fire Code 

 

 Chapter 21:  
 Land Use Ordinance 

 Chapter 23: 
 Shoreline Setbacks 

 Chapter 25:  
 Special Management Area 

 Chapter 27:  
 Housing Code 

 Chapter 32:  
 Building Energy Efficiency 

Standards 

 Chapter 33: 
 Development Agreements 



Commercial Plans Submittal 
Checklist – Short Version 



Supplemental Commercial Plans 
Submittal Checklist - Long Version 



 The quality and completeness of submittals (addressed by 
checklist). 

 Site specific requirements (addressed by checklist). 
 The volume of building permit within the department for review 

(addressed by Third Party Review, HONline, and other 
streamlining initiatives). 

 The owner – the approval process is based upon a static set of 
submission if the owner constantly changes the design it has 
impact on the approval process. (Owner’s responsibility). 

 Contractor – not following approved set of drawings or not 
constructing to code (construction without a permit). New 
drawings and permit review required. (Not the City’s 
responsibility to manage contractor). 

 Applicant – not diligently routing submissions for approvals 
which are outside of the City’s purview. (not the City’s 
responsibility to manage applicant’s responsibility). 



Permit Processing Tips 

 DON’T forget to 
pick up your permit. 



Permit Processing Tips 

 DON’T begin 
construction prior  to 
obtaining DPP 
approvals.  

 



City and County of 
Honolulu Permitting 

Tools 







Online permits  
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out of  30,882 
building permits 





http://www.honoluludpp.org/ 
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