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PROJECT PURPOSE

Analyze policy, legal, and financial 
implications of managed retreat for the 
{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛΨƛ ŀƴŘ recommend strategies 

and solutions to implement managed 
ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 

adaptation strategy. 

Managed retreat is defined as an intentional 
process to shift development away from 

areas exposed to both chronic and 
catastrophic coastal hazards, and can be 

implemented through a variety of tools and 
strategies.

QR Code to 2019 
Report
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The project and its recommendations seek to uphold and advance the 
following objectives: 
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PROJECT FRAMING QUESTIONS
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

ÅDisconnect between urgency of sea level rise and political will and resources to 
address it.

ÅhǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛΨƛΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK), and community values.

ÅTEK can reframe and offer insights into the design and implementation of managed 
retreat.

ÅLack of framework and agency capacity for planning and implementation of coastal 
adaptation and beach management.

ÅRetreat decisions need to be made on a localized scale with planning, 
scientific/technical study, and community engagement.

ÅThe main challenge in implementing managed retreat is moving from a piecemeal, 
reactive, and enforcement driven approach to a system that is proactive, holistic, 
transparent, equitable, and consistently implemented.
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MAHALO!

CONTACT:
Sarah Chang 

IŀǿŀƛΨƛ ht{5 /½a
sarah.m.chang@hawaii.gov

DOWNLOAD THE FINAL 
REPORT HERE
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